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MOONDYNE FESTIVAL 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.24 pm]: I will just make a brief 
statement. Last weekend I had the very fortunate opportunity to open the Moondyne Festival in Toodyay. The 
weather was a little inclement, but it was a great effort by the local community to put on such a significant festival 
in Toodyay, which the government is proud to sponsor through its regional events scheme through royalties for 
regions. I do not know whether members realise this, but around 7 000 people generally travel up to Toodyay each 
year for the Moondyne Festival, which celebrates the life and times of our most notorious bushranger, 
Moondyne Joe, whose real name was Joseph Bolitho Johns. Anyone who has read the Randolph Stowe book 
Captain Midnight will probably have read a little bit about the life and times of Moondyne Joe, and how he was 
almost impossible to contain. He escaped numerous times from Fremantle Prison. Eventually, authorities had to 
build a cell specifically for Moondyne Joe, to keep him in captivity in Fremantle Prison. Many people in Toodyay 
were wearing period dress. We had the temperance ladies pointing out the dangers of the demon drink, and some 
more colourful ladies who were more supportive, let us say, of Moondyne Joe. It was great to see so many people, 
including the shire president, Brian Rayner, and the chief executive officer, Stan Scott, in period dress. Brian was 
the town crier. Dozens of people in the community were running around in all kinds of costumes from the 1860s, 
and of course Moondyne Joe and his gang were running amok up and down the street. They were arrested several 
times during the day, and finally Moondyne Joe was tried and convicted, as in 1861. I take this opportunity to 
acknowledge all the good work that goes into such an event—thousands of volunteer hours by members of the 
Toodyay community. I thoroughly enjoyed the day. I recommend that members, on the first weekend in May next 
year, put aside some space in their calendar to go up and see the beauty of Toodyay, with the main street full of 
people. It was a great boon for local businesses, and I am sure all the traders who were open had a terrific day 
despite the weather. Well done to all involved in the Moondyne Festival. 

House adjourned at 6.27 pm 
__________ 
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